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Background 
 
After STATE& CONSERVATION 15-2021 two groups of ‘key contributors’ met to further develop proposals 
for the assessment of pelagic habitats and the assessment of benthic habitats for HOLAS III (State and 
Conservation Outcomes paragraphs 3J.102 and 3J.121). The outcomes of these discussions are considered 
as initial development towards the proposed Targeted Assessment Methodology Workshops in spring 2022 
(pending approval at HOD 61-2021) and are documented within a larger overview document currently 
under review at HOD 61-2021 (document 5-6, see in particular pages 7-17). In the document below the 
generic schematic from the document link above are provided as there propose use of indicators that come 
under the auspices of the eutrophication group. 
 

Action requested 
 
 The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided. 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%2015-2021-843/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE%20AND%20CONSERVATION%2015-2021.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%2015-2021-843/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE%20AND%20CONSERVATION%2015-2021.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2061-2021-896/MeetingDocuments/5-6%20Approaches%20for%20planned%20assessment%20and%20analyses%20for%20HOLAS%203.pdf
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Extracts related to the assessment of pelagic and benthic habitats for 
HOLAS III 
For further information, please see the detailed document presented to HOD 61-2021 (document 5-6, see 
in particular pages 7-17). 

Pelagic habitats 

Schematic representation extract related to pelagic habitats. 

 

Figure 1. Schematic presenting overview of BEAT integration components and weighting for the 
Assessment of Pelagic habitats for HOLAS III. Numbers within the boxes (each box representing a separate 
HELCOM indicator) represent the weighting of that component in the BEAT integration process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2061-2021-896/MeetingDocuments/5-6%20Approaches%20for%20planned%20assessment%20and%20analyses%20for%20HOLAS%203.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2061-2021-896/MeetingDocuments/5-6%20Approaches%20for%20planned%20assessment%20and%20analyses%20for%20HOLAS%203.pdf
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Benthic habitats 

Schematic representation extract related to benthic habitats. 

 

Figure 1. Schematic presenting overview of assessment approach. The BEAT integration tool would be used 
to integrate the state components and the decision tree integration of the state and pressure/impact 
components with the state components would take place subsequently via a decision tree approach (see 
text below). Loss is also addressed via a separate channel and reflected in the final assessment overview. 
*Coastal areas are described below in greater detail, but the general structure proposed above would be 
applied. 

The state component for coastal areas will be assessed in a similar manner to the approach presented in 
the schematic above, but will utilize the Water Framework Directive national indicators as listed above and 
as applied in HOLAS II (see example from HOLAS II). The information for these indicators is collated under 
the EG EUTRO group and HEAT integrated assessment.  

Should a shallow water oxygen indicator be available for HOLAS III this component could potentially also be 
considered in coastal areas though the appropriateness of it for integration purposes or as supporting 
contextual information (i.e. added descriptive interpretation) would need to be considered once the 
indicator being developed under the eutrophication expert group is available. Issues such as the threshold 
value setting approach, confidence in the indicator evaluation, level of indicator development, the 
appropriate temporal and spatial coverage would all need to be considered and it is favoured that the 
biological components applied in a coastal assessment would be the focus of the main assessment. 

 

http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/biodiversity-and-its-status/benthic-habitats/#indicators-for-assessing-benthic-habitats
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